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Can the Low Altitude 
Economy inspire Europe’s 

Advanced Air Mobility?
Dr. hc. Violeta Bulc, discussed the future of AAM and LAE  

with Katarzyna Żmudzińska 

as well as legal and economic frameworks in place. 

This entire ecosystem is known as the Low Altitude 

Economy (LAE).  

Very quickly, the LAE idea got support and a push 

for industrialisation from China’s government. Some 

of the rules in China have been relaxed to help 

kickstart the industry and ensure fast deployment. 

Full-scale low-altitude commercial operations are 

planned for 2050, and the LAE has become one of 

the priorities of the Chinese government’s five-year 

operational plan.   

The strategic importance of LAE in China is visible 

not only in industrial policy but also in education. 

School students are trained on using drones and 

take part in advanced drone competitions. The 

level of knowledge, interest, and enthusiasm 

demonstrated by students is remarkable. 

Unlocking AAM potential in Europe
Bulc remains optimistic about Advanced Air Mobility 

in Europe, because of its huge potential for overall 

development of the transport portfolio as well 

T
he vision of Advanced Air Mobility (AAM) has 

triggered a conceptual shift in how people 

think, how businesses model their services 

and how we imagine transport. It is a huge innovation 

opportunity for vehicles, infrastructure, and tra�c 

management. All elements of the ecosystem have the 

opportunity to rethink their role and the value they 

deliver to customers and stakeholders.

Enter the Low Altitude Economy
In 2015, Europe sent a strong message to the rest 

of the world by taking the lead on rulemaking for 

unmanned flying vehicles and for the definition of 

the unmanned tra�c ecosystem. China observed 

these developments very closely, and in a very short 

time, the idea was developed into a commercialised 

layer where drones and advanced technologies 

create the foundation for new business models. AAM 

was viewed from an integrated, systemic perspective 

that includes not only air mobility or drone deliveries 

as a service, but as a whole system that has all the 

digital services, digital and physical infrastructure, 
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as many other industries. Europe has a very well 

qualified workforce that is involved with the di�erent 

subsystems of AAM, and within the European 

framework, accountabilities and roles are 

already clearly defined between the 

relevant organisations like the SESAR 

Joint Undertaking, EUROCONTROL, 

EASA or the European Commission.  

She noted that a significant push 

towards industrialisation could 

be caused by a few big industry 

players getting involved in the 

deployment of AAM technologies. 

This move could bring economies of 

scope and volume, and around these, 

numerous small innovative companies 

could develop their products and services. 

Bulc said that, in general, European companies lack 

strong innovation structures and therefore ambitious 

investments in AAM remain limited. 

Europe has excelled in the areas of transport 

safety and security, now it is time to 

accelerate the industrialisation phase. 

There can be a lot of benefit in 

Europe taking bolder steps towards 

industrialisation by, for instance, 

creating fast-track innovation 

zones -  targeted programmes and 

regulatory frameworks designed 

to expedite the development 

and market adoption of new 

technologies. In these environments, 

courageous new ideas can evolve with 

confidence without compromising safety 

and security.

Funding tomorrow’s skies
The future of funding AAM concepts could be 

in di�erent variations of blended models. There 

are certain elements that should be financed by 

governments, like safety critical and emergency 

infrastructure, including airspace management, 

geofencing, surveillance networks, and vehicle and 

environmental certification available to the market at 

a reasonable price.  

There are also opportunities in public-private 

partnerships, such as integrated services in 

medical deliveries and disaster responses, 

where some services could be 

shared between civil and military 

users. Additionally, commercial 

applications and private 

partnerships, including dual use 

investments. These models could 

be used in inspection services for 

agricultural, telecommunication 

or railway infrastructure, which 

can be monitored in parallel through 

AAM vehicles. Entertainment, logistics 

and tourism are some further commercial 

opportunities. 

Setting the priorities right and launching di�erent 

services at the right time will be key for successful 

implementation. This gradual process should be 

combined with a high level of sensitivity to 

public acceptance.

Bulc also sees this discussion as a 

call to action for stakeholders who 

remain hesitant, and encourages 

them to recognise the scale of 

transformation that AAM can 

bring to transport and the wider 

economy. Europe already has the 

knowledge, talent and regulatory 

foundation to lead - what is needed 

now is the confidence to accelerate 

deployment.
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