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he Global UTM Association (GUTMA) will hold
I its 8th edition of the annual Harmonized Skies
event in November. Since the first event in 2019,
GUTMA has fostered critical dialogue around connected
skies. This year’s discussion includes all ecosystem
stakeholders with a focus on achieving scalability for
unmanned traffic management (UTM). The outcome?
UTM solutions brought to market that work across all
geographies, leveraging best practices from different
ecosystem members and a resultant economic benefit
to the overall industry.
Global Airspace Radar had the opportunity to speak
with GUTMA's co-presidents ahead of the event.

Achieving scalable BVLOS
Beyond visual line of sight (BVLOS) flight remains critical
to unlocking operations at scale for the UTM world. How
can we, as an industry, reach this goal more quickly? It's
a bit of a catch-22 situation: We need more data and
technology testing to allow regulators to move forward,
but this requires more flights — which can’t happen
without regulatory approval.

Fortunately, promising regulatory frameworks are
emerging in the European Union, United Kingdom
and United States. The risk is fragmentation across
different regions if there is no collaboration. GUTMA has
therefore organised task force teams to communicate
between the industry and the regulatory bodies

regarding requirements of the users and data from
BVLOS flights of members. The teams work to build and
communicate the learnings and experience of what they
call “coalitions of the willing.”

A good real-world example is the US UTM
Implementation, which is facilitating strategic
coordination between drone operators and boasts 16
participants over multiple states. In addition, the UK
Civil Aviation Authority Airspace Modernisation Strategy
Support Fund is providing grants to UK aviation industry
stakeholders to support the delivery of the nation’s
Airspace Modernisation Strategy.

The changing role of telecoms

Although the focus of the annual GUTMA event

has moved beyond connectivity, the importance of
telecommunications networks has not diminished. In
addition to connectivity, mobile network operators can
provide important ground data in order to define the
safest route of travel via connectivity heatmaps.

Future innovation

Matthew and Sebastian said that some of the most
exciting innovations they see today relate to increasing
interoperability for UTM data sharing with U-space
service providers (USSPs) and supplementary data
service providers (SDSPs) and the role of artificial
intelligence to support operations at scale.
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