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ollowing her selection as the CANSO Person

of the Year for the 2025 calendar year, Micilia

spoke with Global Airspace Radar Editor-
in-Chief, Claudia Bacco about DC-ANSP and the
achievements of a small ANSP working collaboratively
across the region.

DC-ANSP operates three air traffic control facilities:
an Area Control Centre located in Curagao and two
Aerodrome Control Towers, one located at Curagao
International Airport (Hato Control Tower) and the
other one located at Bonaire International Airport
(Flamingo Control Tower).

Infrastructure modernisation

We started with a discussion of the priorities for her
team in 2026. Infrastructure modernisation is leading
the focus during this calendar year. These activities
include a new air traffic management (ATM) system,
implementation of a remote tower and increased

Flamingo Tower — Home to a dedicated team of
aviation professionals committed to maintaining the
safe, orderly and efficient flow of air traffic in Bonaire,
while providing approach and departure coordination
for aircraft operating to and from the island. DC-ANSP
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services that keep this network operating safely. DCANSP

regional collaboration. Safety and efficiency are core
foundations within each of these programmes.

The new ATM system will be fully implemented by
early 2027 and provided by Indra. The remote tower
is in the early stages, currently focussed on supplier
finalisation. There are two remote towers planned in
the longer term, the first being the Curagao tower,
scheduled to go live in 2028, followed by Bonaire
after Curagao’s successful implementation.

The decision to go with a remote tower came about
as the Curacao tower needed to be replaced. An
analysis was done to determine if they would build
a new tower or implement new technology. It was
important to include the air traffic controller (ATCO)
team from the beginning where possible. Information

about the technology was provided
and they took some of the team
members to a live remote
tower to better understand
how the technology works
in practice. Vendors
were invited to present
their proposed solution
in person and the ATCOs
were part of this review. This



is such an important step they’ve taken in integrating
the ATCOs into the review and decision process.
There is a lot of misinformation in the industry as to
what a remote tower is and how it could impact the
role of an ATCO.

As part of the modernisation, a new operations
facility, which will house the new ATM system, is under
construction and is planned to be launched in early
2027. The location is close to the airport and will
ultimately enable all controllers to be in one place,
along with the Aeronautical Information Management
(AIM) office.

Every year, DC-ANSP prepares for the hurricane
season. Although they are outside of the hurricane
belt, there are times when they could be impacted and
the new building is being constructed to withstand a
category 4 hurricane.

Regional collaboration
“Working together makes us stronger and small ANSPs
working together can achieve more,” shared Micilia.
Smaller ANSPs can leverage each other’s strengths
to be more powerful as one. In addition to providing
air traffic control enroute services, approach and
aerodrome services for Curagao and Bonaire within
the Curacao Flight Information region they provide AIM
services, including Aeronautical Information Publications
(AIP) and Notices to Airmen (NOTAMs) for all six Dutch
Caribbean islands. The NOTAM Tracker provides a
centralised overview of the latest NOTAMs for the Dutch
Caribbean islands. They also have a training centre,
where they train ATCO’s and AIM officers.

Smaller can be powerful

Being small brings opportunities. It's much easier

to take a decision in a smaller organisation without
having to go through a lot of bureaucracy. We can be
agile and add innovative technologies more quickly.

Construction of DC-ANSP’s new operations facility
commenced in May 2025. This state-of-the-art facility
will house the new remote tower and provide a
modern, future-ready environment to support safe and
- efficient air navigation services. DC-ANSP

Hato Tower — A cornerstone of
DC-ANSP’s commitment to safe,
efficient and reliable air navigation
services, providing pilots with the
necessary clearances and instructions
for taxiing, take-off, landing and other
movements. DC-ANSP

This comes back to the discussion previously about
the power of collaboration.

Person of the Year

Micilia was selected as the winner of CANSQO’s
inaugural Person of the Year award for achievements
during 2025. This new award was established during
the last Airspace World awards programme which
recognised an individual within the CANSO members
nominated and selected by their peers. Her view was
that it was an honour to be selected by peers and this
makes the award even more meaningful, although she
felt it was really a recognition of the collective efforts
of the organisation.

Looking ahead to the future, a parting observation
from Micilia, “I would like more collaboration, not only
regionally, but globally. Most of the challenges we
encounter, other ANSPs encounter the same things.
We should be talking more to exchange experiences
and learn from each other how challenges are being
addressed.”
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She was appointed as director
general of the Netherlands Antilles
Air Traffic Control (NAATC) In
January 2006 (DC-ANSP since May 2012) and is in
charge of the overall operations and performance of
the company.
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